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INTRODUCTION

FreeState Legal Project is proud to share this statewide resource guide for
Maryland LGBTQ+ youth. As the only legal advocacy organization in Maryland
dedicated solely to serving low income LBGTQ+ individuals, we recognize the
need for a comprehensive guide of affirming resources.

The Need

Research has found that accepting communities and families are critical to an
LGBTQ+ youth's positive social, academic and emotional development.
However, we know that familial and social rejection is occurring at a deeply
concerning rate. We believe that all young people have a right to feel safe at
home, in their classrooms, in community centers, and on the streets. Yet the
numbers don't paint a picture of safety. The 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey,
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